
Bramble Park Zoo

Animal Ambassadors in Action!
Volume 10 Issue 1      

         
         

        L
ake Area Zoological Society         

         
         

         
    Spring 2017

WMS Caring Project

Spring News

Director’s Report

Special Events Calendar

Ambassador Animal

Membership List

Ambassador Animal Defined

Curator Comments

Facebook Info

Going Green

Training of Domestic Animals

Also Inside

•Make a Wish Wyatt

•Rehab Program

•Why Ambassador Animals

•Animal Update

•WPR Summer Book

Olive the Kangaroo

From hairless and helpless 

to a bundle of furry energy!

By: Olivia Reimers

insid
e

Visit

 us
 on 

Facebook

Visit

 us
 on 

Facebook

KidZoo Animal Ambassadors

When you visit the Children Zoo's 

Animal Ambassadors you may notice  

some of them have halters or collars 

on, such as the alpaca, our new 

Shetland ponies and a few of the

pygmy goats.  These halters and 

collars aren't just for looks!  Their 

purpose is to allow the zookeepers  

to attach leads to the animals.  

By hooking an animal up to a lead, 

zookeepers are able to gain more 

control of the animal during 

grooming sessions, giving them 

medicine, transporting, or simply 

taking them for a walk!
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About

Our facebook fans are active in the 
social media world with over 5,500 
fans! Will you help us to get more? 
Please tell all of your friends about 
the Zoo’s facebook page where they 
can get news fast! Search for 
BPZandLAZS on facebook today! 

See animals in action 

www.brambleparkzoo.com

                                                       
                         
The Bramble Park Zoo and the 
AZA recognizes the many benefits 
ambassador animal presentations 
provide and have established 
several Accreditation Standards, 
Board-Approved Policies, and 
recommendations to 
guarantee that the welfare, health 
and safety needs of the animals,                  
handlers, and public are met and 

to ensure conservation 
messages are received by 
the audience. 

“We believe in a 
better future for all 
living things”.  

AZA.org        



3

director’s report 

The Bramble Park Zoo has had 
ambassador animals for over 
35 years. Many of these animals 
have touched the hearts of all 
age groups. I remember as a child 
touching the petting zoo animals 
and snakes at the Milwaukee 
County Zoo. Throughout my zoo 
career, I have had the opportunity 
to come into contact with many 
animals. I hope you take time this 
year to enjoy all the ambassador 
animals Bramble Park Zoo has to 
offer.

As you read this newsletter, you 
will have many reasons to visit the 
Bramble Park Zoo. From par-
ticipating in education programs, 
attending special events, viewing 
the wonders of nature, as well as 

touching our ambassador animals. 

This year we added more special 
events, education programs, and 
some additional animals. We are 
working on a Sioux Indian exhibit 
that will feature a child size Tipi, the 
American Bison, the horse, the dog, 
headdresses, the bald eagle, ledger 
art, winter count, tools, Dakotah 
animal names, and educational 
activities. 

We will be adding tree and prairie 
plant signs, which will educate the 
public about local trees, shrubs and 
prairie plants. We also renovated 
our red kangaroo exhibit, which will 
allow the visitors to come face to 
face with red kangaroos and emus. 
The primate bridge structures are 

replaced with new and improved 
climbing and sitting areas.             

We also will complete less 
glamorous maintenance projects 
like replacing some of the bison 
fence, replacing the bird aviary 
netting, and purchasing new 
equipment. These are essential to 
properly run an AZA accredited 
facility.

As we celebrate “ambassador 
animals at the Bramble Park 
Zoo”, we look forward to you 
experiencing these animals up-
close. Bring your family, friends, 
become a member, and volunteer.

See you at the zoo!

Dan Miller, Zoo Director     
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The American Bison is designated

as the ‘National Mammal of the

United States’ to recognize its

historical, cultural, economic, 

educational and ecological 

significance.
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or bison, was held in high

regard by the Lakota

people. The bison was

treasured as a symbol

of the divine because

the bison was a “feast”

for the people. 

An old story tells That Sioux Indians once were

visited by the White buffalo calf woman. She  

Taught  us virtues of compassion, integrity, honesty,

 respectfulness, kindness, forgiveness and to be giving.

“A cold wind blew across

the prairie when the

last buffalo fell…a

death–wind for my people”
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“It would be a great

misfortune to permit the 

species to become extinct” 
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Before the arrival of Europeans in

North America, dogs were used for many purposes: 

• They were draft animals in the  plains 

• They were bred for wool like sheep and their hair was

used to make blankets• There were hairless dogs that were used as living hot

water bottles to ease achy joints 
• They were important in religion 

• They were buried in graveyards like people 

mans best friend
mans best friend

The Native American Indian Dog is thought to be of similar

heritage to the Dingo. It is believed to be a missing link

connecting to some of the first dogs domesticated by

humans over 12,000 years ago. Different migrating groups

and traders came to North America and sometimes brought

their dogs. The Native Americans bred these Old World

aboriginal dogs with native coyotes to become a distinct

breed that came to be called the Common Indian Dog or

the Common Native Dog. 

The Plains tribes traveled with 

8 to 10 dogs or wolf–dog hybrids 

per tipi. They would have used them 

as pack animals (the wolf- hybrids 

were bigger and stronger and could 

pull more than a dog), companions,

and food in a pinch.  

state historical society
 of north dakota 

dog

wolf

coyote

canidae family
canidae family



curataor’s commentsWhy Ambassad
or 

Animals?Why Ambassad
or 

Animals?

The zoo has animals of all 
different sizes and shapes from 
all over the world, most of which 
cannot be handled directly.  The 
one thing that the zoo believes 
strongly in is that if people can 
connect with animals they will 
help to conserve habitats and 
animals around them. What better 
way to connect with animals 
than to have people get up-close 
and touch them. The critters that 
have this job at the zoo are called 
ambassador animals. The zoo has 
a group of animals whose sole 
purpose is to be ambassadors for 
others of their species. They come 
to visitors through on-site and 
off-site education programming 
and keeper encounters with zoo 
visitors. Some of our ambassador 
animals are hedgehogs, rabbits, 
turtles, and snakes to name a few 
and all have been worked with 
enough that they can be safely 
handled by staff.  Only staff and 
volunteers that have been trained 
in the zoo’s animal handling 
protocol are allowed to handle 
these animals.   Zookeepers spend 
several hours per day cleaning, 

feeding and handling approximately 
60 ambassador animals.
This group of animals is kept separate 
from the rest of the collection in two 
rooms located in the KidZoo’s Big 
Red Barn. They are housed separately 
from the other animals to reduce the 
risk of spreading an animal disease 
to the zoo’s main collection.  This 
practice is also mandated by the 
AZA as an accreditation standard.  
The standard reads as such: “For 
animals used in off-site programs 
and for educational purposes, the 
institution must have adequate 
protocols in place to protect the 
rest of the animals at the institution 
from exposure to infectious agents”.  
The AZA also mandates that the 
ambassador animals have the highest 
standard of day to day animal care.  
“Although the housing conditions 
for ambassador animals may look 
different at times to those provided 
to exhibit animals, institutions 
must provide similar social, 
physical, behavioral and nutritional 
opportunities to ambassador animals.  
Regular holding enclosures for any 
given ambassador animal species 
must provide sufficient space for 

comfort, exercise, shelter, and have 
sufficient complexity.”
The number of ambassador animals 
the zoo has is based on the number  
of education programs being 
offered. Because the animals can get 
tired and stressed due to handling, 
it is essential that the animals are 
rotated and given time to rest. This 
is accomplished by a checkout 
system used by animal handlers 
and reviewed by zookeepers. 
Some of the popular species we 
have doubles and triples of. The 
number of animal ambassadors 
has increased in that past two 
years because of the high demand 
for education programming in 
the community and surrounding 
area. Two years ago when the 
KidZoo barn was built, we had the 
opportunity to expand our square 
footage to house ambassador 
animals.  We currently have a warm 
room for reptiles and amphibians 
and a cool room for the mammals 
and birds. The zoo has a very large 
collection of animal ambassadors 
who are touched by thousands of 
people each year.  These animals 
are definitely the hardest working 
animals at the zoo.

4
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Jim Lloyd, General Curator



animal ambassadors An Ambassador Animal is defined 
as “an animal whose role includes 
handling and/or training by staff 
or volunteers for interaction 
with the public and in support of 
institutional education and con-
servation goals.” Some animals 
are designated as Ambassador 
Animals on a full-time basis, while 
others are designated as such 
only occasionally. Ambassador 
Animal-related Accreditation 
Standards are applicable to all 
animals during the times that 
they are designated as Ambassa-
dor Animals.
There are three main categories of 
Ambassador Animal interactions:
1. On Grounds with the Ambas-
sador Animal Inside the Exhibit/
Enclosure:
• Public access outside the 
exhibit/enclosure. Public may in-
teract with animals from outside 
the exhibit/enclosure (e.g., giraffe 
feeding, touch tanks).
• Public access inside the exhibit/
enclosure. Public may interact 
with animals from inside the 
exhibit/enclosure (e.g., lorikeet 
feedings, ‘swim with’ programs, 
camel/pony rides).
2. On Grounds with the Ambas-
sador Animal Outside the Exhibit/
Enclosure:
• Minimal handling and train-

ing techniques are used to pres-
ent Ambassador Animals to the 
public. Public has minimal or no 
opportunity to directly interact with 
Ambassador Animals when they are 
outside the exhibit/enclosure (e.g., 
raptors on the glove, reptiles held 
“presentation style”).
• Moderate handling and training 
techniques are used to present 
Ambassador Animals to the public. 
Public may be in close proximity to, 
or have direct contact with, Ambas-
sador Animals when they’re outside 
the exhibit/enclosure (e.g., media, 
fund raising, photo, and/or touch 
opportunities).
• Significant handling and train-
ing techniques are used to present 
Ambassador Animals to the public. 
Public may have direct contact with 
Ambassador Animals or simply 
observe the in-depth presentations 
when they’re outside the exhibit/
enclosure (e.g., wildlife education 
shows).
3. Off Grounds:
• Handling and training techniques 
are used to present Ambassador 
Animals to the public outside of the 
zoo/aquarium grounds. Public may 

have minimal contact or be in close 
proximity to and have direct contact 
with Ambassador Animals (e.g., ani-
mals transported to schools, media, 
fund raising events).

Studies have shown that the pre-
sentation of ambassador animals is 
a powerful catalyst for learning for a 
variety of reasons including:
• Increases the length of time that 
people are engaged with the pro-
gram animals thereby lengthening 
the potential time period for learn-
ing and overall impact.
• Provides the opportunity to per-
sonalize the learning experience, 
tailoring the teaching session to 
what interests the visitors.
• Allows the visitors the opportunity 
to make specific inquiries about top-
ics in which they were interested.
• Enhances the delivery of cognitive 
and empathetic messages. Increases 
affective learning and attitudinal 
change.

5

defined

From

Founded in 1924, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement 
of zoos and aquariums in the areas of conservation, ani-
mal welfare, education, science, and recreation. AZA is the 
accrediting body for the top zoos and aquariums in the 
United States and eight other countries. Look for the AZA 
accreditation logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you are supporting a facility dedicated 
to providing excellent care for animals, a great experience 
for you, and a better future for all living things. The AZA is a 
leader in saving species and your link to helping animals all 
over the world. To learn more, visit www.aza.org.
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kidzoo 
animal ambassadors 

When you visit the Children Zoo’s 
Animal Ambassadors you may no-
tice some of them have halters or 
collars on, such as the alpaca, our 
new Shetland ponies and a few of 
the pygmy goats.  These halters 
and collars aren’t just for looks!  
Their purpose is to allow the 
zookeepers to attach leads to the 
animals.  By hooking an animal up 
to a lead, zookeepers are able to 
gain more control of the animal 
during grooming sessions, giving 
them medicine, transporting, or 
simply taking them for a walk!

While hooking the ponies and goats 
up to a lead is a piece of cake, for 
our two alpaca, Grace and Mercy, 
it’s not such an easy task.  Grace and 
Mercy came to our zoo with halters 
already in place and they knew 
how to walk on a lead.  However, 
since they are timid in nature, and 
with being introduced to so many 
new sights, sounds, smells, animals, 
zookeepers and visitors they have 
required a little more patience.  
Part-time zookeeper, Kathy, has 
taken slow steps to build a trusting 
relationship and let the alpaca be-

come comfortable with attaching a 
lead and walking with her outside 
the comfort zone of their pen.  The 
goal is to have interactions with 
the alpaca where visitors can feel 



kidzoo  animal ambassadors  cont.

their wool and maybe even 
brush them.

The newest members of the 
Children’s Zoo, Shetland 
ponies, Princess and Lisa, are 
also practicing walking on a 
lead. Both ponies came from 
homes with children so they 
are already accustomed to 
lots of activity and attention. 
The ponies bonded quickly 
and now don’t enjoy being 
separated!  The keepers in 
the Children’s Zoo have been 
working on walking the ponies 
together outside of their pen 
also with the hopes of having 
visitor interactions.

While the Pygmy Goats are the 
easiest to walk with a lead, two 
of last summer’s kids, Luna 
and Skye, get extra training. 
They both participate in the 
zoo’s training program.  Luna 
and Skye are just in the begin-
ning stages of training. They 
can “station” which means to 
stand on a rock and “target” 
which means to touch a ball 
on a stick with their nose. They 
are in the process of learning 
how to walk backwards and 
stand up on their back feet on 
command.  Once the goats 
have mastered a few more 
behaviors they might be able 
to perform for visitors during 
the training demonstrations 
that are held daily throughout 
the summer. 

So when you visit the zoo this 
season and spend some time 
in the KidZoo you might get 
lucky and have an interactive 
experience with one of our 
large Animal Ambassadors!

      F
UN!
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kidzoo  animal ambassadors  cont.
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BRAMBLE PARK ZOO • 800 10th Street NW • Watertown, SD
Pre-registration is required. Ages are calculated as of June 1, 2017, no exceptions.

Online registration for ALL Zoo Programs and Roots & Shoots Programs begins April 10.

For questions about programs, please contact Jaime Stricker, Zoo Educator at
Bramble Park Zoo, 605-882-6269 or jstricker@brambleparkzoo.com.

All programs will close online 1 week before the program starts.
Registration for available spaces after this time will be at the Zoo only.

BRAMBLE PARK ZOO

ZOO HOURS
Yes, the Zoo is open all year round!

EXTENDED HOURS
10:00am - 7:00pm

REGULAR HOURS
10:00am - 4:00pm

DAILY ADMISSION
2 years and under.......................................Free
3 - 12 years.................................................$7.00 + tax
13 years and older ......................................$9.00 + tax

Children 12 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.

ALL PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT
BRAMBLE PARK ZOO.

REGISTER ONLINE
www.watertownparkandrec.com

9

 Meet Animal Ambassadors
 during Zoo Classes and Camps!
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   THE ZOO AFTER HOURS
Spring sneak peek! Join a zookeeper for a fun-filled trip through the 

Bramble Park Zoo after hours. You will have the opportunity to see 
animals up-close as well as check out the various birds during spring 
migration. “Come Closer” to Bramble Park Zoo and examine the fish, 
birds, cats, primates, plants and more that call the Zoo home.
Fee: $7.00  
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 6:00 - 7:30pm

   TEDDY BEAR TEA PARTY
Participants can bring their favorite teddy bear and join us for a 

very special PICNIC! Zoo Crew Vets will be on hand for free medical 
check-ups for your bear. Children will help a zookeeper prepare 
breakfast for the bears in a unique way and watch the bears eat.
Fee: $13.00 + tax  
Date: Choose Thursday, June 1, 9:30 - 11:30am; Friday, June 2,
          9:30 - 11:30am; or Tuesday, August 8, 9:30 - 11:30am

   TOT-ZOO SCHOOL   
An exciting parent-participation program for toddlers and a trusted 

adult. During each program you and your child will meet real animals 
up-close, hear stories, sing songs, play games and participate in 
activities that will make your little one wiggle and giggle.  
Hippity Hop: June 5, 6 or 9
Baby Animals: June 12, 13 or 16
A Very Busy Spider: June 19, 20 or 23
Get Wet!: June 26, 27 or 30
Animal Crackers: July 10, 11 or 14
Animal Shapes and Sizes: July 17, 18 or 21
The Tortoise and the Hare: July 24, 25 or 28
Fees: $14.00 + tax for each class or
          $98.00 + tax for all seven classes
Dates: Choose Mondays, 9:30am - 11:00am
            Tuesdays, 9:00am - 10:30am 

Tuesdays, 11:00am - 12:30pm or
Fridays, 9:00 - 10:30am

   PRE-ZOO SCHOOL   
A fun-filled educational experience where children have the oppor-

tunity to participate in hands-on activities, animal visits, observations, 
crafts, games and zoo tours. We ask that parents do not accompany 
children.
Warm and Fuzzy: June 8
Sssscalesss: June 15
Wings ‘n’ Things: June 22
Down Under: June 29
Wonderful Whiskers: July 13
Fun on the Farm: July 20
Animal Art: July 27
Fees: $13.00 + tax for each class or 
           $91.00 + tax for all seven classes
Dates: Choose Thursdays, 9:00 - 10:30am
            Thursdays 1:00 - 2:30pm

or Thursdays, 3:00 - 4:30pm

   ZOO SCHOOL   
Dig a little deeper into animal and environmental topics through 
hands-on investigations, animal observations and encounters, zoo 
tours and fun activities designed for kids wanting to explore more of 
the zoo. We ask that parents do not accompany children.  
Night Moves: June 7 or 9
For Goodness Snakes: June 14 or 16
Oh Deer!: June 21 or 23
Animal Outsides: June 28 or 30
Up, Up and Away: July 12 or 14
Dinomite Dinosaurs: July 19 or 21
Weird and Wild: July 26 or 28
Fees: $13.00 + tax for each class or $91.00 + tax for all seven classes
Dates: Choose Wednesdays, 3:30 - 5:00pm 

or Fridays, 11:00am - 12:30pm

   YOUNG EXPLORERS  
This program is designed to promote rich learning experiences 

that engage children to be creative and curious. Through fun and 
interactive lesson planning and inspiring 
activities, the Young Explorers program 
provides the perfect place for your 
child(ren) to have fun learning about our 
wild world through tours of the Zoo, up-
close animal encounters, crafts, exciting 
activities and more. 
Math’d Out On Animals: June 5, 6 or 7
Duck Dynasties: June 12, 13 or 14
Rainbow Rascals: June 19, 20 or 21
Unhuggables: June 26, 27 or 28
Christmas in July: July 10, 11 or 12
Freakishly Fishy: July 17, 18 or 19
Angry Bird: Zoo: July 24, 25 or 26
Fees: $15.00 + tax for each class or $105.00 + tax for all seven classes
Dates: Choose Mondays, 12:30 - 2:30pm;
            Tuesdays, 10:00am - 12:00pm; 

or Wednesdays, 10:00am - 12:00pm

   ZOO ADVENTURERS  
Just like Young Explorers, but for the older children. To stimulate 
everyone’s curiosity, the topics will be more in-depth. 
Adv. Math’d Out On Animals: June 5, 6 or 7
Adv. Duck Dynasties: June 12, 13 or 14
Adv. Rainbow Rascals: June 19, 20 or 21
Adv. Unhuggables: June 26, 27 or 28 
Adv. Christmas in July: July 10, 11 or 12
Adv. Freakishly Fishy: July 17, 18 or 19
Adv. Angry Bird: Zoo: July 24, 25 or 26
Fees: $15.00 + tax for each class or $105.00 + tax for all seven classes
Dates: Choose Mondays, 3:00 - 5:00pm; Tuesdays, 3:00 - 5:00pm; 

or Wednesdays, 1:00 - 3:00pm
   

BRAMBLE PARK ZOO
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1
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Only!
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2
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3 
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Options
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2 
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2
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3 
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Options
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6-11

2
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3 
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1.5
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3 
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Options

REGISTER ONLINE
www.watertownparkandrec.com
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   A GRAND CLASS
What’s more rewarding than cultivating your love of lifelong 

learning? Teaching a youngster to love it too! Share your passion for 
education and nature with a grandchild and create memories that will 
last a lifetime. Grandparents + Grandchildren = Sharing a Common 
Love for Animals.
Zoo ABC’s: June 9
You Are What You Eat!: June 16
Lumpy, Bumpy, Scratchy and Smooth: June 30
One, Two, Three, Four: July 14 
Water Wonders: July 21
Habitat Heroes: July 28
Fees: $13.00 + tax per class (per grandchild). Grandparents are free. 
Dates: Fridays, 1:30 - 3:00pm

   WOW!
THEY CAN REALLY DO THAT?
Join the community forester on a trip around the zoo and use the 

grounds as a learning garden. You’ll learn about plant adaptations 
and the complex relationships between plants, animals and humans.
Fee: $12.00 + tax
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 10:30am - 12:00pm

   AMAZING ADAPTATIONS
Learn all about adaptations and how they help a species to survive. 

You’ll even participate in science experiments to demonstrate how 
the adaptations work in both animals and plants!
Fee: $12.00 + tax
Date: Saturday, July 8, 10:00am - 12:00pm

   GROSSOLOGY
What do slobber and scat have in common? Learn all the gross 

animal facts in our camp that oozes with disgusting science!
Fee: $12.00 + tax
Date: Saturday, July 22, 2:00pm - 4:00pm

ZOO CREW
Are you a hard worker?  Dependable? Do you love animals?  

Working with the public?  Are you looking for something fun to do this 
summer? Then this program is for you! You can assist with special 
events, act as an interpreter, help with education programs, and go 
on outreach trips.  Pick up an application at the Zoo or online at www.
brambleparkzoo.com.  Mandatory training will be Wednesday, May 
31st.  Program is limited to 24 participants. All candidates will be 
interviewed prior to acceptance. You will be required to volunteer 
at least 8 hours per week. For more information contact Jaime at 
jstricker@brambleparkzoo.com.
Fee: $60.00 + tax includes Zoo Crew T-shirt, materials and insurance!
Dates: June, July and August
            (and throughout the school year as needed/available)
Deadline for application: Friday, May 12
   

   ZOOKEEPER FOR A DAY
It’s all in a day’s work for a zookeeper and now visitors can give 

“the best job in the world” a try too. Here is your chance to work 
behind the scenes with a Zookeeper in the new KidZoo’s “Big Red 
Barn” and discover this rich and rewarding career. You will experience 
how to prepare animal food, clean up, and interact with the animals. 
Learn about animal husbandry techniques and much more about the 
inner workings of a zoo. Please wear old clothes and closed-toe 
shoes/boots.
Fee: $25.00 + tax  
Dates: Choose Wednesday, June 28, 8:30am - 12:00pm;
            Friday, July 7, 8:30am - 12:00pm or

Saturday, July 15, 8:30am - 12:00pm

   SECOND NATURE CAMP
Voted the most unique program at the zoo! This wildly popular 

summer program lets kids have fun, hands-on learning at the Zoo! 
Campers build and create enrichment items for Zoo animals, take 
special tours, observe animal behaviors up-close, and so much more! 
This memorable zoo camp will focus on keeping captive animals 
healthy and the role of zoos as conservation organizations. Come to 
the zoo and learn how you can help. 
Fee: $60.00 + tax includes camp T-shirt!
Dates: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, August 1, 2 & 3
            9:00am - 12:30pm or 1:00pm - 4:30pm 

   FLASHLIGHT FUN FOR FAMILIES
Families can come to Bramble Park and take a special after 

hours flashlight tour of the zoo. Many of the animals at the zoo 
are nocturnal, so they will just be waking up when you arrive. Bring a 
flashlight and your sense of adventure!  
Fee: $25.00 + tax per immediate family  
Date: Thursday, August 17, 8:15 - 10:15pm

BRAMBLE PARK ZOO

Grades
7-12th

Ages
9+

3.5
Hours

3 
Session
Options

Ages
9+

10.5
Hours

2 
Session
Options

All
Ages!

2
Hours

1 Time
Only!

Ages
5-12

2
Hours

1 Time
Only!

Ages
6-14

1.5
Hours

1 Time
Only!

Ages
5-12

2
Hours

1 Time
Only!

+ GRANDPARENTAges
3+

1.5
Hours

6 
Session
Options

REGISTER ONLINE
www.watertownparkandrec.com
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BRAMBLE PARK ZOO

TRAINER FOR A DAY
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to be an animal trainer 

at Bramble Park Zoo, you can experience a Trainer for a Day 
program and find out! You’ll learn all about how the trainers look 
after and train our amazing animals and why it is important. You’ll 
also receive an educational lesson where you’ll learn about the 
Zoo’s role in conservation, recreation, and education, as well as 
a tutorial on how to train animals. You’ll also receive a souvenir 
photo so you can keep a memento of the amazing memories 
created that day.
Fee: $99.00 + tax per person
Date: Call to schedule a time that works for you. (We must 
have at least two weeks advance notice. Program subject to 
staff availability. Minimum of 1 person, maximum of 2 people.)

BEHIND THE SCENES
Enjoy this unique 1 ½ hour program in which visitors spend time 

touring with a zoo biologist.  This tour allows participants to go 
behind the scenes, get face-to-face with exotic animals in off-exhibit 
areas, prepare meals and feed the animals at Bramble Park Zoo.
Fee: $20.00 + tax per person (includes Zoo admission)
Date: Call to schedule a time that works for you. (We must have 
at least two weeks advance notice. Tours are subject to staff 
availability. Minimum of 4, maximum of 10 people. Participants 
under 13 years of age must be accompanied by a paying adult. 
Walking is required.)

BREAKFAST WITH THE BEASTS
A one of a kind program that will be specifically tailored to 

the participants. Enjoy this unique 2 hour program in which 
visitors will have breakfast or lunch amongst the prairie gardens 
and animal exhibits and then spend time touring the zoo with a 
zoo staff member. This tour allows participants to go behind the 
scenes, get face-to-face with exotic animals in off-exhibit areas, 
prepare meals and feed the animals at Bramble Park Zoo. 
Fee: $25.00 + tax per person (includes Zoo admission)
Date: Call to schedule a time that works for you. (We must have at 
least two weeks advance notice. Tours are subject to staff  availability. 
Minimum of 4, maximum of 10 people. Participants  under 13 years 
of age must be accompanied by a paying adult. Walking is required.)

Ages
5+

1.5
Hours

Call to
Schedule

Ages
10+

2.5
Hours

Call to
Schedule

Bui ld Your Own
Experience.. .

Ages
5+

2
Hours

Call to
Schedule

JANE GOODALL’S ROOTS & SHOOTS PROGRAMS
How good do you feel about a job well done? Do you want to help 

animals, people and the environment? Roots & Shoots is a program 
about service learning and promoting knowledge, compassion, and 
action within the community. Classes include:
• Humane Society (hands on interaction with displaced animals; 

class will be offsite; wear old clothes and closed toe shoes)
• Equine Learning (Horses as teachers...caring for and learning to 

lead gentle giants with big hearts; class will be offsite; wear closed 
toe shoes)

• Exploring the Four Corners of Bramble Park Zoo (Trek through the 
zoo property and discover its many secrets)

• Animal Handling (techniques for handling zoo outreach animals 
and how to present them; wear closed toe shoes)

• Race to Erase the Disgrace (race to beautify the surrounding zoo 
areas for animals, people and the environment; earn a special treat)

• H2O Adventures (for the adventuresome soul, exploring critters in 
the nearby river or kiddie pond; swimwear attire preferred; bring 
your own water gun; wear rubber boots)

Fee: $60 + tax, includes all classes and R&S T-shirt!

   
ROOTS & SHOOTS LITTLE BYTES
Instructor: Radeana Johnson
Dates: Choose Wednesdays, June 7, 14, 21, 28, July 12, and 19,  

9:00am - 11:00am or 1:00pm - 3:00pm;
OR Thursdays, June 8, 15, 22, 29, July 13, and 20,
9:00 - 11:00am                 

ROOTS & SHOOTS MEGABYTES
Instructor: Barb Struwe
Dates: Choose Mondays, June 5, 12, 19, 26, July 10, and 17,  

1:00pm - 3:00pm; OR Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27, July 11, 
and 18, 9:00 - 11:00am or 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Instructor: Radeana Johnson
Dates: Thursdays, June 8, 15, 22, 29, July 13, and 20,  

1:00pm - 3:00pm

ROOTS & SHOOTS TERABYTES
*This group has the opportunity to do extra service learning projects. 
Instructor: Barb Struwe
Dates: Mondays, June 5, 12, 19, 26, July 10, and 17, 9:00 - 11:00am

ROOTS & SHOOTS SINGLE CLASSES
Short on time, but want to learn more about Roots & Shoots? 

Check these out! Wear closed toe shoes; classes will be offsite. 
Transportation to class site provided. Please meet at the zoo.
Instructor: Barb Struwe
Fee: $15.00 + tax
Time: 9:00 - 11:30am
Equine Learning Class: Wednesday, July 12
Humane Society Class: Wednesday, July 19

Completed 
Grades

3rd & Above

2.5
Hours

1 
Session

Only!

Completed 
Grades

5th & Above

2
Hours

1 
Session

Only!

Completed 
Grades

3rd & 4th

2
Hours

4 
Session
Options

Completed 
Grades
K - 2nd

2
Hours

3 
Session
Options

REGISTER ONLINE
www.watertownparkandrec.com

12



31

BRAMBLE PARK ZOO

For older children ages 3+:

#1 Birthday in a Bag
Party includes admission to the Zoo for 12 youth and 2 adults, 
a special backpack for the birthday child containing: a $10 gift 
certificate for the gift shop; food for the KidZoo animals and 

waterfowl; scavenger hunt; and a $5 off coupon for a cake at the 
Hy-Vee bakery. You will be responsible for ordering and picking 
up the cake, food, decorations, clean up and chaperoning the 

participants during the entire party. Two parents or guardians must 
attend (there must be one chaperone for every 6 children).

Fee: $135.00 + tax
(maximum of 12 children, 12 years and under, and 2 adults) 

Additional Guests: $9.00 + tax each (memberships do not apply)
This party is unstaffed. Picnic tables are available on grounds 

on a first come, first serve basis. Inside accommodations 
can be made in case of inclement weather.

#2 Traditional Zoo Birthday 
Party includes admission to the Zoo for 12 youth and 2 adults, 

private party room for two hours, a special animal encounter, zoo 
games and $5 off coupon for a cake at the Hy-Vee bakery. You 
will be responsible for ordering and picking up the cake, food, 

decorations, clean up and chaperoning the participants during the 
entire party. Two parents or guardians must attend (there must be 

one chaperone for every 6 children).
Fee: $165.00 + tax 

(maximum of 12 children, 12 years and under, and 2 adults) 
Additional Guests: $9.00 + tax each (memberships do not apply)

Add a Backpack: $17.00 + tax
This party is staffed for approximately 1 hour.

For younger children & families:

#3 Room Rental 
Rent a room at Bramble Park Zoo and host your own party or 
get-together. The classrooms/multi-purpose rooms in the Terry 

Redlin Environmental Center or the Big Red Barn can be reserved 
for $40 each. In addition, each person attending the function 
in the classroom would be charged regular admission. LAZS 

memberships do allow members to attend the party at no charge. 
The room rental option is perfect for birthday parties, meetings, 

reunions and more!
Fee: $40.00 + tax plus admission fee or LAZS membership for 

everyone who attends.

#4 KidZoo Picnic Shelter Rental
Rent  the  new  Prairie  Porch  Picnic  Shelter  within  the  AWC  
Family Foundation’s KidZoo. Call 882-6269 for availability and 

reservations.
Fee: $40.00 + tax plus admission fee or LAZS membership for 

everyone who attends.

Event Day & Date Time

Easterpalooza (Easter egg hunt and eggcelent activities, LAZS memberships do not apply) Saturday, April 15 1pm - 4pm

Kidz Dime Auction (Youth can support the future of the Zoo too! Bring your dimes to bid on cool items.) Saturday, April 29 5pm - 6:30pm

Mother’s Day Celebration (Honor Mom with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for ladies) Sunday, May 14 1pm - 4pm

Father’s Day Fiesta (Honor Dad with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for men) Sunday, June 18 1pm - 4pm

Sunset Safari 21+ (fundraiser highlighting different cultures, foods, drinks and animals from around the world) Friday, June 23 6pm - 9pm

Family Zoofari (cultural event for all ages) Saturday, June 24 11am - 3pm

Farm Fun Day (A partnership between 4-H and other organizations to teach about agriculture in SD) Saturday, July 29 11am - 3pm

LAZS Member Appreciation Picnic (food drive and members only grill-out donated by Hy-Vee and Coca-Cola) Tuesday, August 8 6pm

Midco Free Day (free admission, pop, popcorn and canned food drive. Take in a magic/comedy show at 11am, 2pm & 6pm) Thursday, August 10 10am - 7pm

23rd Annual Watertown Radio Chili Cook-off (chili contest, music, prizes and canned food drive) Saturday, September 16 10am - 4pm

ZOO BOO (community supported trick-or-treating in a fun and safe environment) Saturday, October 28 2pm - 6pm
1pm Express Entrance

Breakfast with Santa (breakfast provided by Burger King, photos with Santa, reduced zoo admission and canned food drive) Saturday, December 16 8am - 10am

Dates, times and fees are subject to change without notice. Please call 605-882-6269 for more information on these
events and other activities presented by Bramble Park Zoo.

2017 Special Events

Wild Birthday Parties
Celebrate your birthday at the Bramble Park Zoo. 

Please call the zoo at 605-882-6269 (at least 2 weeks in advance) to arrange your party.

REGISTER ONLINE
www.watertownparkandrec.com
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Zoo School participant Destiny holding animal ambassador turtle
Olivia shaking hand with Olive

Goat Animal Ambassador
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A few of Wyatt’s favorite BPZ’s 
animal ambassadors and a few new 
ones joined the party too.

Wyatt had a surprise party from 
Make-A-Wish! His grandparents , 
Uncle Stacy and Aunt Janet were 
there too! Wyatt and his family 
went to the National Aquarium in 
Baltimore March 13-17th! Wyatt 
LOVES all animals and that was his 
wish! Jaime from Bramble Park Zoo 
brought Fred the cockatoo, a baby 
sand boa and an armadillo out for 
an interactive session.

make a wish & wyatt

Make-A-Wish is an organization 
that grants wishes to children 
with life-threatening medical 
conditions to enrich the human 
experience with hope, strength 
and joy. Since September of 
2016, Make-A-Wish South Dakota 
has granted 31 wishes, with the 
hopes of granting 60 or more by 
the end of August 2017.

One very special Watertown boy, 
and longtime zoo supporter, 
received his wish of going to the 
National Aquarium over spring 
break. In order to present his 
wish, the Make-A-Wish staff and 
volunteers partnered with the 
Bramble Park Zoo. 

Wyatt had a private evening at               
the Bramble Park Zoo where         
his family attended a pizza 
and sushi party complete with 
red-velvet cake to celebrate         
the upcoming trip to 
Washington, DC and Baltimore. 

by Jody Niemann-Priest 

Find out more about 
Make-A-Wish® 

South Dakota at 
southdakota.wish.org



make a wish  & wyatt cont.

It's funny how your perspec-
tive changes with life's circum-
stances. I was floored when it 
was brought up to me that Wyatt 
qualified for Make-A-Wish. That 
is for other people's sick children, 
NOT my son. It was devastating 
although now it is such a bright 
and happy focus for Wyatt! 

Make-A-Wish has made Wyatt 
feel like a star the whole time 
and catered to his exact likes/
wants. We were blessed to have 
this trip. Thank you 

Wyatt is my strength and should 
be a role model on how to 
handle adversity. Despite how 
difficult every task is for him, he 
wants to try, he wants to engage. 
He smiles and laughs so much, 
the most magical of sights and 
sounds, even though his hands 
shake, he falls down and he can't 
get the words out. 

My boy is simply amazing!! 
#mysweetwyatt 

Wyatt was so excited for his 
Make-A-Wish trip to the National 
Aquarium!! I downloaded the 
app on my phone and he has 
read all the information on ALL 
the creatures there out loud to 
me...non-stop for 90 minutes and 
still going! He practically has the 
app memorized he looks at it so 
much!!!  

Make-A-Wish!!!!
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in handy during these first critical 
days of caring for Olive. The book 
describes exactly where to order 
supplies from, how much formula 
to feed, how to measure the growth 
and development of a joey, and 
sooo much more. Based on this                    
information, we were able to deter-
mine that Olive was about 5 months 
old when we found her, red kanga-
roos are usually in the pouch until 

olive the kangaroo

“From hairless and helpless to a bundle 
of furry energy”!

By: Olivia Reimers

Hand-raising Olive the kangaroo 
joey has been quite the experience 
for all of us! Olive came into our 
care on Tuesday, November 22nd, 
2016. She was rejected from her 
mom, Izzy, after she had fallen out 
of the pouch. Her mom was sepa-
rated from the mob (group of kan-
garoos) so that we could treat her 
for an abscess on her face. When 
zookeeper Olivia found Olive, she 
heated her up in front of a space 
heater immediately because she 
was laying on the cold floor; Olive 
was unresponsive at this time. Af-
ter restraining Izzy and giving her 
injectable antibiotics for her infec-
tion; we tried to manually place Ol-
ive back into mom’s pouch but our 
attempts were unsuccessful. Mom 
was too stressed and Olive was 
very cold. We then decided to take 
matters into our own hands and 
rushed Olive to the zoo’s vet clinic, 
Lake Area Veterinary Clinic. She 
weighed 800 grams (1.7 lbs.) and 
was completely hairless; just get-
ting some velvety fur! There, Olive 
received IV fluids and they helped 
to warm her up so she could be 
fed once her body temperature 
was normal. We then took on the 
task of feeding Olive every 2 hours 
the first night that we took her into 
our care! Olive came home with 
Olivia, and other keepers from 
time to time, from the first day we 
took her in until a couple days ago! 
That means she was at home with 
us every night, over Christmas, 
New Year’s Eve, weekends too! The 
manual on hand-rearing macro-
pod joeys (large footed marsupi-
als) written by Linda Staker, came

10 months and are not weaned 
until 15 months of age. To this 
day we reference this manual for 
everything. Keepers also acquired 
knowledge about raising kanga-
roos from a fellow zookeeper who 
raised a joey at the Chahinkapa 
Zoo in Wahpeton, ND and other 
zoos in the area. Keeper Michelle 
Miller was next up to take shifts 
caring for little Olive; she has a lot 
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olive the kangaroo cont.

of experience hand-raising animals 
of all sorts from cheetahs, tiger cubs 
and camel calves to reindeer, oryx, 
and many more. Then after Olive 
was starting to develop and 
gaining weight, Keeper John Gil-
man was recruited to help take 
Olive home; our Kangaroo Care 
Team was growing! For a few weeks 
now, Keeper Bill Gallagher has 
also been helping; he has a lot of 
hand-rearing experience also from 
penguins to tamarins! So thankful 
for the great team we have; it surely 
takes a village!!
Olive is now living at the zoo in the 
Kangaroo Building full-time! She 
weighs 10 pounds and is complete-
ly furred, eating hay and leafeater/
fibrous biscuits and drinking water 
out of a dish! We are feeding her 4 
times a day; and spreading out the 
night feeds as she adjusts! (Finally 
catching up on sleep.) Olive is doing 
wonderfully and we are so happy 
how well she has grown and devel-
oped. One of the most rewarding 
experiences in my life has been 
hand-raising her from a little naked 
“rat” to a fully functioning juvenile 

kangaroo that will soon be inte-
grated into the mob and living 
with the other roos! The biggest 
struggle I think we have faced 
raising Olive is the fact that we 
took her in over winter and it 
wasn’t until some warm days in 
February that she first was able to 
venture outside! Housing a kanga-
roo joey in our homes was pretty 
tough; everyone thinks it’s all fun 
and games but it was extremely 
challenging. We will still be feeding 
Olive until she is 15 months old; 

kangaroos are not weaned until 
then or even longer. 
Follow the Zoo’s Facebook 
page for more updates on our 
little Olive! Once the Kanga-
roo Exhibit is finished and the 
warm weather arrives, she will 
be outside with the rest of the 
mob for everyone to see! 

facebook
Follow BPZ for Olive updates
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wms caring project

Left: 7th Grade Zoo Crew 
members assist during the 
December outreach program 
at their school 

 
 

Ambassadors 
in Action 

The Middle School CARES 
about the program animals 
at the Bramble Park Zoo 

 

During the winter, many 
local classrooms sponsor 
a zoo animal for the 
holidays. Usually, they 
chose one of our smaller 

program animals so that their “Wild Child” can visit their classroom. Students bring in a 
few dollars to donate to the zoo in lieu of purchasing a small gift for a classroom gift 
exchange. The money donated helps to supplement the care of the animal of their 
choice for one year. In return, the class receives a plush replica of their chosen animal, a 
photo, and fact sheet to display at school. At the Zoo, a plaque with the class name and 
sponsored animal name is proudly displayed on the “parents” board located inside the 
Discovery Center.  This season, the Watertown Middle School went above and beyond 
the normal animal sponsorship program with a month long caring project.
 

What is a Caring Project? The Middle School Students have been doing Caring 
Projects for seven years. Each team in the 7th and 8th grade chooses a non-profit and 
then works with that non-profit to meet a specific 
need. The 150 students of the 7th grade Wolf Team 
at Watertown Middle School chose the Bramble 
Park Zoo as their beneficiary. As you may well 
know, winters are long and treacherous here in 
northeastern South Dakota, so we thought boosting 
the enrichment budget would be a good idea. This 
would allow the students to help the zookeepers to 
keep the animal collection active throughout the extremely cold and snowy months while 
many of the animals are in winter housing.  

 

In the middle of the long cold 
winter, the students of 
Watertown Middle School in 
Watertown, South Dakota, strive 
to make the lives of the zoo 
animals a little warmer. 

 

ANIMAL 
AMBASSADORS

How the Program Works:

by Jaime Lynn Stricker, CIG : Zoo Educator

The Middle School Students have been doing Caring Projects for seven years. Each team in the 7th and 8th grade 
chooses a non-profit and then works with that non-profit to meet a specific need. The 150 students of the 7th 
grade Wolf Team at Watertown Middle School chose the 
Bramble Park Zoo as their beneficiary. As you may well
know, winters are long and treacherous here in
northeastern South Dakota, so we thought boosting
the enrichment budget would be a good idea. This
would allow the students to help the zookeepers to
keep the animal collection active throughout the 
extremely cold and snowy months while many 
of the animals are in winter housing.

Ambassadors 
In Action

Left: 7th Grade Zoo Crew members 
assist during the December outreach 
program at their school 
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What is a Caring Project?

In November, the Zoo Educator visited the middle school with a few of the program animal ambassadors to in-
troduce the rules and goals of the caring project. The Zoo Educator brought three canisters which were left at the 
school for the duration of the project. The canisters were marked with a 1, 2, and 3…nothing more. The students 
were told that whichever canister had the most money at the end would dictate which animal would visit at 
Christmas and which animal they would sponsor. For example, the Zoo Educator presented 1 baby Kenyan sand 

The Middle School CARES about the 
program animals at the Bramble 
Park Zoo.
During the winter, many local 
classrooms sponsor a zoo animal 
for the holidays. Usually, they chose 
one of our smaller program animals 
so that their “Wild Child” can visit 
their classroom. Students bring in a 
few dollars to donate to the zoo in 
lieu of purchasing a small gift for a 
classroom gift exchange. The money 
donated helps to supplement the 

care of the animal of their choice for one year. In return, the class receives a plush replica of their chosen animal, a 
photo, and fact sheet to display at school. At the Zoo, a plaque with the class name and sponsored animal name is 
proudly displayed on the “parents” board located inside the Discovery Center.  This season, the Watertown Middle 
School went above and beyond the normal animal sponsorship program with a month long caring project.

In the middle of the long cold 
winter, the students of Watertown 
Middle School in Watertown, South 
Dakota, strive to make the lives of 
the zoo animals a little warmer.



wms caring project

How the Program Works: cont.

The students gained a personal relationship with the zoo and they feel a stronger connection because they are 
helping the animals at Bramble Park Zoo. The 7th graders learned about animal husbandry and the definition and 
necessity of enrichment. They also learned the parallels between the enrichment their teachers provide at school 
and the enrichment the zookeepers provide at the zoo. In the past, the Watertown Middle School has chosen the 
Zoo as its caring project beneficiary, and the students used to bring in approved enrichment items such as blan-
kets, balls, toddler toys, buckets, etc. This became very time consuming for the teachers as they had to store all of 
the donated items. It was also very time consuming for zoo staff as they had to pick up all items, take them to the 
zoo, inspect all items, and organize them in the enrichment room. Also, 
there are many items that the general public cannot buy. Together, the 
Bramble Park Zoo and Watertown School District worked to revamp the 
program so that it was a win-win for both parties.

Benefits of the Project: 

Institution: Bramble Park Zoo, Watertown, SD 
Email address: jstricker@brambleparkzoo.com

students used to bring in approved enrichment items such as blankets, balls, toddler 
toys, buckets, etc. This became very time consuming for the teachers as they had to 
store all of the donated items. It was also very time consuming for zoo staff as they had 
to pick up all items, take them to the zoo, inspect all items, and organize them in the 
enrichment room. Also, there are many items that the general public cannot buy. 
Together, the Bramble Park Zoo and Watertown School District worked to revamp the 
program so that it was a win-win for both parties.  

 
Photo of “Fred” the Umbrella Cockatoo at Bramble Park Zoo courtesy of Joel Sartore ©2006 

Author: Jaime Lynn Stricker, CIG 
Title: Zoo Educator 
Institution: Bramble Park Zoo, Watertown, SD  
Email address: jstricker@brambleparkzoo.com 
 

“Fred” is a 33-year-old 
Umbrella Cockatoo 
(Cacatua alba) that has 
been part of the Bram-
ble Park Zoo’s Program 
Animal collection since 
2003. 

Photo of “Fred” the Umbrella 
Cockatoo at Bramble Park Zoo 
courtesy of Joel 
Sartore ©2006
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boa, 2 Inland bearded dragons, and 3 Madagascar hissing cockroaches. The kids were told to think about what 
they know about the Bramble Park Zoo’s animal collection, and to try to guess which animals the zoo had only 
1 of, or only 2 of, or only 3 of that could possibly come visit their 
school and ultimately be their “Wild Child”. Over the course of 
the next few weeks, the canisters were displayed in the hallway 
before and after school. Students brought in change and small 
bills to add to the canisters. The teachers would count the 
money at the end of each week and announce to the students 
which one was in the lead. For a long time canister 3 had the 
most money, then #2 pulled ahead, but ultimately it was #1   
who won. The total for all three canisters at the end of the caring 
project ended up being just under $200 ($194.64 to be exact). 

On Wednesday, December 21st, the Zoo Educator once again visited the school with a few of the animal 
ambassadors. It was announced that if #3 had won, the children would have been able to see the Zoo’s 3 black-
tailed prairie dogs “Laura”, “Nellie” and “Mary”. If #2 would have won, they would have had the opportunity to 
meet the Zoo’s domestic rabbits “Pie” and “Doc”. Since #1 was the winner, they had the opportunity to observe 
and interact with “Fred”, the Zoo’s one and only Umbrella Cockatoo. Fred entertained the crowd of 7th graders, 
while the Zoo Educator talked about the needs of animals in captivity, especially psittaciformes. Examples were 
shared about the types of enrichment items that would be purchased with the donation such as toys, boomer 
balls, and novel foods.

How the Program Works: In November, the Zoo Educator visited the middle school 
with a few of the program animal ambassadors to introduce the rules and goals of the 
caring project. The Zoo Educator brought 
three canisters which were left at the school 
for the duration of the project. The canisters 
were marked with a 1, 2, and 3…nothing 
more. The students were told that 
whichever canister had the most money at 
the end would dictate which animal would 
visit at Christmas and which animal they 
would sponsor. For example, the Zoo 
Educator presented 1 baby Kenyan sand 
boa, 2 Inland bearded dragons, and 3 
Madagascar hissing cockroaches. The kids were told to think about what they know 
about the Bramble Park Zoo’s animal collection, and to try to guess which animals the 
zoo had only 1 of, or only 2 of, or only 3 of that could possibly come visit their school 
and ultimately be their “Wild Child”. Over the course of the next few weeks, the 
canisters were displayed in the hallway before and after school. Students brought in 
change and small bills to add to the canisters. The teachers would count the money at 
the end of each week and announce to the students which one was in the lead. For a 
long time canister 3 had the most money, then #2 pulled ahead, but ultimately it was 
#1 who won. The total for all three canisters at the end of the caring project ended up 
being just under $200 ($194.64 to be exact). 

 

On Wednesday, December 21st, the Zoo Educator once again visited the school with a 
few of the animal ambassadors. It was announced that if #3 had won, the children 
would have been able to see the Zoo’s 3 black-tailed prairie dogs “Laura”, “Nellie” and 
“Mary”. If #2 would have won, they would have 
had the opportunity to meet the Zoo’s domestic 
rabbits “Pie” and “Doc”. Since #1 was the winner, 
they had the opportunity to observe and interact 
with “Fred”, the Zoo’s one and only Umbrella 
Cockatoo.  Fred entertained the crowd of 7th 
graders, while the Zoo Educator talked about the 
needs of animals in captivity, especially 
psittaciformes. Examples were shared about the types of enrichment items that would 
be purchased with the donation such as toys, boomer balls, and novel foods.  
 

Benefits of the Project: The students gained a personal relationship with the zoo and 
they feel a stronger connection because they are helping the animals at Bramble Park 
Zoo. The 7th graders learned about animal husbandry and the definition and necessity of 
enrichment. They also learned the parallels between the enrichment their teachers 
provide at school and the enrichment the zookeepers provide at the zoo. In the past, the 
Watertown Middle School has chosen the Zoo as its caring project beneficiary, and the 

“Fred” is a 33-year-old Umbrella 
Cockatoo (Cacatua alba) that 
has been part of the Bramble 
Park Zoo’s Program Animal 
collection since 2003.  

 

Fred entertained the 
crowd of 7th graders, 
while the Zoo 
Educator talked about 
the needs of animals in 
captivity, especially 
psittaciformes.
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Jim & Ardella Hahn
Dr. Bernie & Margaret Hanson
Dennis & Michele Holien
Mike Luken
Jane Miner
Karam K. Pathan, MD
Lee & Judy Syring
Travas & Sherri Uthe
Glen & Darla Vilhauer
Bill & Cathy Zubke

DONOR 
Ronald & Ramona Brekke
Myrna Egert
Jesse & Ellen Hopper
Mike & Kathryn Steinhoff
Steve & Gerrie Stone
Robert & Kayleen Werner
Patty Yetter

FAMILY 
Mark & Katrina Aesoph  
Nic & Shalee Ahmann  
Jamie Schlaht & Terrance Allard 
Doug & Shelly Alvine
Burt & Barb Andersh
JD & Sylvia Anderson
Luke & Kasey Anderson
Michael & Cheryl Anderson
Steve & Rachel Anderson
Bill & Tanya Andrews
Sara & Bryan Anfinson
Darwin Appel
Brock & Laura Asmussen
Steve & Keri Bachar
Melissa & Warner Bachar
Matt & Melissa Bastian
Michelle & BJ Bauer
Gale & Sarah Beisch
Andrew & Riana Beld
Aaron & Teri Bienvenu
Mackenzie & Kelsey Blais
Matt & Kira Blais
Jason & Lesly Block
Paul & Kendra Bohls
Ashley Botton
Peter & Amber Boyle
Roy & Carrie Brownlee
Joel & Kristin Brunick
Justin & Sadie Brunick
Seth & Melissa Bruns
Adam & Stephani Bruns
Randy & Stacey Busskohl
Chad & Sara Byer
William & Donna Cameron
Bryan & Jennifer Carstensen
Kasey & Brittany Chapin
Tyler & Alexi Chicoine
Andrew & Christina Clark
Andrew & Amber Cluts
John & Starr Cole
Ashton & Caiti Conroy
Jared & Emily Coponen
Joshua & Krystal Crance
Craig & Jenny Crismon
Josh & Amber Dahl
Dean & Melissa Darling Davis 
Donna Aggen & Jill Davis 
Chuck & Aryica DeBoer
Julianne & Todd Decker
Conrad & Libbi Doyle
Taylor & Sam Dunn
Cathy & Steve Dutenhoffer
Eric & Jessica Dybsetter
Carlos & Shan Elias

Joe & Melissa Ellyson
Pat & Lori Engebretson
SaLena & Troy Engels
Brandon & Ashley Engelstad
Lindsey & Dustin Esche
Michael & Kristie Evans
Derick & Bekah Evenson
Wade & Jennifer Falk
Karen & Larry Fieber
Ryan & Jessica Fischer
Andy & Danielle Flisrand
Bob & Brandi Florey
Jeff & Sherri Friskey
Brett & Tara Gaede
Matt & Tricia Gerlach
Alison & Greg Gerrish
Haley & Timothy Gossen
Tim & Lacey Grabow
Emily & Kevin Granquist
Roshanda Paulsen & Dawn Grant
Sam Converse & Nick Granton
Collin & Danae Gregerson
Kris & Camren Grewing
Kelli & Jerry Grismer
Travis & Jen Hakeman
Ember Haliburton
Jordan & Aleigha Hallberg
Jesse & Breanne Haller
Chris Holt & Rebekah Hamm
Greg & Anne Hanson
Matt & Kim Harmel
Amanda Harris
Paul & Amber Haugen
Josh & Cassandra Heim
Rene Herlee
Rich & Georgia Hetland
Alan & Jennifer Hirsch
Brian & Lori Hirsch
Heather & Roger Hubbard
Laura & Kelly Hummel
Jesse & Jessica Hurkes
Charlie & Courtney Jacobson
Bob & Arlene Jenson
Taylor & Chad Johnson
David & Joy Jones
Scott & Maria Jongbloed
Brad Juhtuneh
Amy Kenyon & Jason Julius
Derek & Christa Kannas
Carmen Means & David Keefe

Darcy & Jamie Klein
Matt & Becky Kleinsasser
Danielle & Rhyan Koch
Jerald & Charlyn Koistinen
Dale & Jodeyl Kowalski
Julie & Ray Kranz
Brandi & Justin Landis
Matt & Regina Landrus
Marc & Sheila LaQuay
G. John & Mary M. Larson
Jeremy & Alyssa Larson
Julie & Brad Larson
Paul & Kristie Larson
Caren Hanten & Louis LaSart
Makaya Berg & Tom Laurier
Jake & Anna Leibke
Matt & Tammy Leins
Matt Bach & Brianna Lien
Ryan & Courtney Linke
Elizabeth & Kurtys Lloyd
Paul & Ty Luken
Steven & Tina Lundquist
Todd & Jamie Mack
Alissa & Michael Makens
Mitchell & Lisa Malone
Jimmy & Trisha Marx
Meghan & Greg Marx
Brent & Betsy Matson
Gwen & Bret McGillivary
Jake & Carolyn McGlade
W.R. McGregor
Mark & Katie McLaughlin
Narrell Funches & Megan 
McLaughlin
Ryan & Amy McNamara
Jon & Emily Meyer
Dorah Waugh & Cody Moe
Joel & Marcia Montgomery
Nathan & Sophia Moore
Aaron Morford
Eric & Melissa Muller
Lisbin Lemes & Karla Najera
Fawn & Tim Navick
Matthew & Jenny Navratil
Trungle & Thuong Nguyen
Justin & Jenna Odegaard
Shane & Rebecca Odegaard
Shaun & Kristi Odegaard
Kyle & Jessie Olson
Mya & Daniel Olson

zoo  
membership list . . . 

Danny & Renae O’Meara
Chad & Kristi Osthus
Dean & Heather Pedersen
David & Rebecca Peters
Ian & Rosie Radach
Hannah Wolk & Wade Reichling
Amber & Brian Richter
Tim & Emily Riley
Brett & McKenna Ripley
Marissa & Darin Rislov
Will & Kathy Roe
Aaron & Lisa Romine
Jill Helvik & Ryan Root
Dan Rehder & Tabitha Rossow
Gary & Melissa Routsla
Justin & Laura Ruesch
Heath & Anne Rylance
Rene Ferrer & Jordan Sandoz
Chelsea & Jason Saxton
Aaron Wright & Julie Schaaf
Mark & Julie Schaffner
Nicole & Mark Schleusner
Jessi Schmidt 
Andy & Katie Schwing
Andy & Jenn Senge
Meghan & Ashley Severyn
Dallas & Kristie Sikkink
Whitney Hagen & Seth Skoglund
Ethan & Mekeisha Smith
Patty & John Sneden
Eric & Anna Spickelmier
Amy Atkins & Marilyn Spurrell
Darrell & Jackie Stacey
Tiffany & Kyle Stock
Carley & Blake Swanson
Lindy & Lesa Swedeen
Jason & Debra Tanner
Zane & Lindsey Tellinghuisen
Jake & Amanda Tesch
Justin & Candice Thomas
Richard & Gabrielle Tiomanipi
Andy & Heidi Tonneson
Brad & Chelsey Triem
Don & Danica Tweet
Gene & Kari Untalan
Selena & Dan Urban
Bryan & Cassandra Varilek
Gerald & Jennifer Volk
Gary & Michelle Wadsworth
Paul & Amy Wagoner
Patricia & Scott Walker
Shara & Justin Wallick
Steve Weerts
Matt & Sarah Whitney
Clint & Heidi Wolthuizen
Travis & Jody Young
Troy & Becky Zebroski
David & Cheri Zirbel
Jen & Jevon Zirbel
John & Jessica Zirbel

These members have joined or renewed since the last newsletter.  
Become a Lake Area Zoological Society member today!

Thank you for being a Lake Area 
Zoological Society Member!

Thank you for being a Lake Area Zoological Society Member! 
We invite you to renew your membership for 2017 so you will 
always know What’s Up at the zoo. LAZS member benefits 
include free and speedy admission to the zoo for one year, 

free or reduced admission to over 100 participating zoos and 
aquariums, members’ only specials, and an evening picnic at 

the Zoo.  A LAZS membership makes visiting the Bramble Park 
Zoo affordable and fun every day of the year. And, as an LAZS 
member, you are helping support the Zoo’s conservation and 
education missions locally and globally. As a non-profit, the 

Bramble Park Zoo depends on your support to continue to add 
new things at the Zoo!
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GRANDPARENT 
Gabe & Nancy Aberly
David & Virginia Allen
Roberta Bordeaux
David & Cindy Borns
Walt & Kris Brown
Greg & Julie Cluts
David & Karen Darling
Tom & Chris DeVine
Curt & Coleen Ehresmann
Sharon & Ernest Ellis
Wendy & Ken Fransen
Betty & Jim Glosimodt
David & Tanya Graham
David & Susan Grettler
Phil & Rita Hauge
Pam Haukos
Dick & Robbie Jurgens
Gail Kittelson
Tom & Joan Larson
Karen & Gary Liebl
Margaret Lincoln
Charlene & Herb Loterbauer
Phil & Gail Marchand
Don & Lynn McGrath
Jerry & Judy Miller
Karen Moeller
Cindy & Pat Murphy
Gordon & Lynn Osthus
Randy & Joni Pickrel
Dwight & Lorie Pogany
Al & Pam Raeder
Randy & Linda Rakness
Shelley & Al Reimers
Dr. J.D. Rokusek
Allen & Julie Rude
Nancy & Dean Slostad
Jim & Francene Spies
LaRue & Tammy Sprouse
Charles & Jennifer Stone
John & Lorna Stonebarger
Michael & Judy Strom
Bill & Pam Tanner
John & Janice Tate
Dan & Cyndy Voight
Jerry & Susan Walker
Harley & Betty Waterman
Eugene & Mary Weerts
Marlin & Chris West
Pastor Gary & Vivian Westgard

INDIVIDUAL
Willa Austin
Luke Bormann
Linda Boyken
Ann J. Brown
LuAnn Edwards
Delores Haugan
Irving Hinderaker
Patty Howey
Amy Jipson
Beverly Moore
Gene Peterson
Kobe Roe
Kristen Roe
Stacey Schwab
Jacob Schwinger
Teresa Shape
Kelli Stellmacher
Kash Urbanski
Pat Walder

Zoo Parent(s) “Wild Child”
Katherine Elias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Red-lored Amazon
Katherine Elias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yellow-naped Amazon
Bill & Donna Reidburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Baby Danielson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Lynn Spartz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .River Otters
Hailey Janssen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Michelle T. Caspers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Alexandra Caspers-Chaffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Piper Burrell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Justin, Laura, Crosby & Chloe Ruesch  . . . . . . . . Snow Goose
Justin, Laura, Crosby & Chloe Ruesch  . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Abby Huehl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .River Otters
Raelee Konold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Muntjac
Lucas Butler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red Kangaroo
Melanie Butler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Capuchin Monkey
Jameson Rzaszutak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Black Bear
Leighton Rzaszutak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jaguar
Leah Walder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chinchilla
Martin Walder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ring-tailed Lemur
Landon Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sand Boa
Harlan & Judy Konrad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bactrian Camel
Tyson Koehn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Black Bear
Taryn Koehn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snow Leopard
The Blossom Shoppe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .River Otter
The Binsfeld Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . American Bison
Jamal Garas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jaguar
Faisal Garas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amur Tiger
Shahd Garas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Black Bear
The Dahlgren Grandkids  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snow Leopard
Wyatt Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gray Wolf
Sarah Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snow Leopard
Brayden Kleinsasser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snow Leopard
Ethan Carls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snow Leopard
Marian A. West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Capuchin Monkey
Michael Klement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Capuchin Monkey
Perry Jager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bald Eagle
Shawn Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jaguar
Korri Herr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amur Tiger
Kylie Herr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock
Waverly 5th Grade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Crested Gecko
Florence 2nd Grade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Himalayan Rabbit
Florence 3rd Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bearded Dragon
Florence 6th Grade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prairie Dog
Roosevelt 4th Grade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chinchilla
Roosevelt K AM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chinchilla
Roosevelt K AM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sand Boa
Roosevelt K PM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chinchilla
Roosevelt 4th Grade  . . . . . . . . . . . . Netherland Dwarf Rabbit
Roosevelt K PM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chinchilla
WMS Wolf Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Umbrella Cockatoo
McKinley Preschool AM  . . . . . . . . . Netherland Dwarf Rabbit
McKinley K AM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Himalayan Rabbit
McKinley Preschool PM  . . . . . . . . . Netherland Dwarf Rabbit
McKinley K PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chinchilla
Jefferson 4th Grade . . . . . . . . . . . Black & White Ruffed Lemur
Jefferson 4th Grade . . . . . . . . . . . Black & White Ruffed Lemur
Jefferson 4th Grade . . . . . . . . . . . Black & White Ruffed Lemur
Joy & Dan Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  River Otter
Isabelle Herreid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jaguar
Briana Pockrandt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amur Tiger
St. Lawrence School Student Council  . . . . . . . . . . .Armadillos
Sophia Hemsworth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gray Wolf

animal sponsors

Wow! Look at all the people who 
are supporting our 

Animal Ambassadors, Thank you!
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GOING GREEN: 
Animal Chatter, the Lake Area 
Zoological Society Newsletter, 
is GREEN! If you would like 
to help us save money on 
printing and postage costs and 
help the environment, please 
drop us an email at bpz@
brambleparkzoo.com with the 
words “It’s Easy Being Green” 
in the subject line and we will 
start sending your newsletter 
electronically. You’ll get the 
same information and pictures, 
without wasting paper and 
money. You’ll even get the news 
sooner if you choose to receive 
Animal Chatter via e-mail! 

Note: Some editions will still be 
mailed via the US Postal Service 
due to important inserts located 
in the newsletter.

Going

 GREEN

Bramble
Park 
Zoo 

Zoo School participants

Leksi & Allie

holding Buddy & Pie.
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waverly school

During the holidays the 5th Grade 
students at Waverly/South Shore 
thought it was better to give than 
receive. The students had a unique 
tour in which they were able to 
interact with some of the exhibit 
animals through enrichment. At 
school prior to their visit, they 
constructed a zookeeper approved 
paper mache reindeer complete 
with animal fur and meat inside. 
While at the zoo for their Christ-
mas party, they had the chance 
to watch the wolves “play” with 
Rudolph. Fun was had by all!

When something falls in to disre-
pair and needs to be restored to a 
better condition, it needs rehabili-
tation. People seek rehabilitation 
after an accident or surgery to 
restore their strength. Bramble 
Park Zoo staff does the same for 
migratory birds.

Bramble Park Zoo is a raptor 
rehabilitation center, only one of 
3 in South Dakota. Our job is to 
take in injured birds (usually found 
by the public) and “fix” them for 
eventual release or placement. We 
do this with the help of the vet 
and minimally invasive contact. 
We do not want these wild birds to 
become habituated or dependent 
on people for survival.

The birds that reside here at 
Bramble Park Zoo, such as the bald 
eagles, owls, hawks, vultures and 

ravens are the Animal Ambassadors for 
their wild counterparts. We can learn 
about them and learn from them to 
help the wild populations.

The zoo works hard to help injured 
animals through research and rehabili-
tation, but with spring coming please 
remember:

If You Care, Leave Them There!

Wildlife is meant to be wild. The above 
slogan reminds us all that we must 
leave young animals where they are 
found. For instance, it is common for a 
doe to leave her fawn behind while she 
feeds, so a solitary fawn should not be 
“rescued.” 

If you find an animal that needs care 
by a permitted rehabilitator, contact 
your local GFP Wildlife Division 
office for assistance.

rehabilitation
The noun rehabilitation comes from 
the Latin prefix re-, meaning “again” 
and habitare, meaning “make fit.” 

rehabilitation

Olivia with a rehab Hawk
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REHAB BIRDS STATUS
7 Great horned owl 6 Euthanized; 1 Released
1 Prairie falcon 1 Non-releasable
5 Bald eagle 2 Euthanized (possible lead poisoning); 2 Released; 1 Pending Release
10 Red-tailed hawk 4 Euthanized; 1 Died; 1 Released; 2 Pending Release; 2 Non-Releasable
1 Great blue heron 1 Released
3 Swanson’s hawk 1 Died; 1 Pending Release; 1 Non-releasable
2 Cooper’s hawk 1 Euthanized; 1 Released
2 Screech owl 1 Died; 1 Pending Release 
1 White pelican 1 Euthanized

The mission of Bramble Park Zoo is 
 to promote wildlife understanding and  
conservation through public education, 

maintenance of superior exhibits and 
 high quality care for the animal collection.

animal update

ACQUISITIONS
1.0 Ring-necked pheasant
1.0 Pygmy goat
0.2 Shetland ponies
1.0 Temmincks tragopan
1.0 Ring-tail lemur
0.1 Domestic goose
0.1 Raven
0.1 Spider monkey
0.1 Screech owl

DISPOSITIONS
5.3 African pygmy goats
0.0.17 Kenyan sand boas
1.1 Bourke’s parrots
0.0.1 Diamond dove
0.0.6 Zebra finches
0.0.3 American alligators
2.0 Jersey calves

DEATHS
2.0 Temmincks tragopans
0.0.1 Cuban tree ducks
1.0 Peafowl
1.0 Ferret
0.0.1 Red-eared slider 
1.0 Crested wood partridge
0.0.1 Black-bellied tree duck 
1.2 Red kangaroos
1.0 Ruddy duck
0.1 Spoonbill
0.2 Snow geese

BIRTHS & HATCHES
0.0.18 Kenyan sand boas

3.2.1 = 3 males, 2 females, and 1 unknown sex. 
To save space when communicating with other zoos, 
we use this system to indicate the number and sex of 
each group of animals. 

Event Day Date Time

Sunday 5/14

Sunday 6/18

Friday 6/23

Saturday 6/24r

Saturday 7/29

1:00-4:00pm

1:00-4:00pm

6-9:00pm

11am-3pm

11am-3pm

Mother's Day Celebration
(Honor Mom with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for ladies)

Father's Day Fiesta
(Honor Dad with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for men)

Sunset Zoofari 21+
(Fundraiser highlighting different cultures, foods, drinks, and animals from 
around the world)

Family Zoofari
(Cultural event for all ages)

Farm Fun Day
(A partnership between 4-H and other organizations to teach about agriculture 
in SD)

LAZS Member Appreciation Picnic Tuesday 8/8 6pm

Thursday 8/10 10am-7pm

Saturday 9/16

Saturday 10/28

Saturday 12/16

10am-4pm

2pm-6pm
1pm express entrance

8am-10am

(Food drive and members only grill-out donated by Hy-Vee and Coca-Cola)

Midco Free Day
(Free admission, pop, popcorn, and canned food drive)

23rd Annual Watertown Radio Chili Cook-off
(Chili contest, music, prizes and canned food drive)

ZOO BOO
(Community supported trick-or-treating in a fun and safe environment)

Breakfast with Santa
(Breakfast provided by Burger King, photos with Santa, reduced zoo admission and 
canned food drive)

Dates, times and fees are subject to change without notice.
Please call 605-882-6269 for more information on these events and other activities presented by Bramble Park Zoo.

Mother’s Day Celebration Sunday 5/14 1:00-4:00pm
(Honor Mom with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for ladies)

Father’s Day Fiesta Sunday 6/18 1:00-4:00pm
(Honor Dad with a visit to the zoo and receive a special gift just for men)

Sunset Zoofari 21+ Friday 6/23 6-9:00pm
(Fundraiser highlighting different cultures, foods, drinks, and animals from
around the world)

Family Zoofari Saturday 6/24 11am-3pm
(Cultural events for all ages) 
Farm Fun Days Saturday 7/29 11am-3pm
(A partnership between 4 - H and other organizations to teach about 
agriculture in SD)

LAZA Member Appreciation Picnic Tuesday 8/8 6pm
(Food drive and members only grill-out donated by Hy-Vee and Coca-Cola)

Midco Free Day Thursday  8/10 10am-7pm
(Free admission, pop, popcorn, and canned food drive)

23rd Annual Watertown Radio Chili Cook-off  Saturday 9/16 10am-4pm
(Chili contest, music, prizes, and canned food drive)

ZOO BOO Saturday 10/28 2pm-6pm
(Community supported trick-or-treating in a fun and safe environment)                                                                                           1pm expreess entrance 

Breakfast with Santa Saturday 12/16 8am-10am
(Breakfast provided by Burger King, photos with Santa, reduced zoo 

admission and canned food drive)   

Dates, times and fees are subject to change without notice.

                            Please call 605-882-6269 for more information on these events and other activities presented by Bramble Park Zoo. 
 

Lots of fledgling Cooper’s hawks
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zoo hours   
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Extended Summer Hours (Memorial Day through Labor Day)    
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

admission fees
2 and under – Free   •    3-12 years old – $7.00 + tax   •   13 and over – $9.00 + tax

Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

Keep up 
with current 

events at

brambleparkzoo.com
Zoos exist to connect people with wildlife and to 
inspire and motivate them to take action for the 

future survival of all species.

lake area zoological society mission statement
The mission of the Lake Area Zoological Society is to promote and stimulate interest in the Bramble Park Zoo and support the zoo’s 

development and programs through fundraising, marketing and other initiatives designed to enhance the zoo experience.   
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